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Some guys

collect COINS.
Other guys

collect TANKS. P
Kevin Kronlund is one of those

OTHER GUYS.
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Collector Kevin Kronlund takes his restored M29 Studebaker Weasel for a spin last month on a frozen lake near his cranberry farm in
Spooner, Wis. His collection of Warld War ll-era military vehicles ranges from a Sherman tank to a parachute-deployed Cushman scooter.

By Richard Chin
rchin@pioneerpress.com

If we ever have to fight World War 1l
again, Kevin Kronlund is ready. He's
saved the wheels that saved democracy.

Kronlund, a northern Wisconsin cran-
berry farmer, has one of the best collec-
tions of World War II vintage military
vehicles in the country. It includes jeeps,
trucks, ambulances, half-tracks, staff cars,
bulldozers, aptillery pieces and a Sher-
man tank.

His barns in Spooner, Wis,, are packed
with about 80 vehicles, from the tiny — a
Cushman scooter made to be dropped by
parachute behind enemy lines during the
D-Day invasion — to the colossal — a
90.650-pound tank retriever, the largest
wheeled vehicle the Army used during
the war.

Bullets for a restored .50-caliber anti-
aircraft gun from Kronlund's collection.

The cannons and machine guns can't
fire anymore, but evervthing else has
been restored to work just as it did more
than 60 years ago.

The giant anti-aircraft spotlights can

TANK COLLECTOR, GA »

Jeeps, half-tracks, landing
crafts ... you name it, this
Wisconsin cranberry farmer
might have it. He's a fanatic
about WWII-era military

vehicles. And he’s not alone.
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> Tank

collector

still light up the sky. The
amphibjous craft can chug
across a lake and then roll up
onto the beach, crushing amy
opposing cattails. And the
vehicles have been outfitted
with all the accessories: hel-
mets, signal lights, tools, life
jackets, instruction manuals.

“It all runs,” said Kronhmd,
51 “It's like a lot of people. You
start collecting stuff and things
get out of hand.”

He isn't alone.:

Kronlund is a member of
both the Minnesota-based Red

Those organizations in turn
are part of a U.S-based net-
work of collectors, restorers
and fans of antique military
hardware called the Military
Vehicle Preservation Associa-
tion. It has about 10,000 mem-
bers worldwide.

For many, membership in the

plive drab, sheet metal frater-
nity — participants tend to be
middle-age guys — starts with
a jeep.

That's because yon can
restore a jeep in a typical rest-
dential garage. There are a lot
of reproduction parts avail-
able. And, unlike a tank, you
can drive it to the farmers'
market onee it's running.

Worldwide, there are 5,000 to
6,000 restored World War II-
era jeeps, making it the most
restored vintage military vehi-
cle in the world, said John
Varner, founder of the Red Bull
Eroup.

“It's Uncle Sam's convert-
ible,” said Red Bull president
Wally Piroyan. The 46-year-old
Exeelsior resident bought his
World War 0 jeep for $500
about 15 years ago. He finished
restoring it just a couple of
Years ago.

“T wanted to do a tank. I was
completely insane”™ Piroyan
said

Collectors  find
restored World War Il military
vehicles gathering cobwebs in
barns or warehouses or rst-
ing in fields or junkyards. They
were swords that were con-
verted into plowshares: sur-
plus gear that did civilian jobs
after the war.

Surplus 25ton Army trucks

many

went to work on farms.
Decommissioned half-tracks
were converted into logging
vehicles. Obsolete tanks were
turned into bulldosers.

With the guns disabled, there

apparently was not much
worry about putting old
weapons in the hands of pri-
vate citizens.

“There’s never been a guy
who robbed a bank with a
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Kevin Kronlund climbs into a fully restored quad .50-caliber anti-aircraft gun, one of the many
World War Il weapons and vehicles he has restored on his cranberry farm in Spooner, Wis.

FYI

For information about
vintage military vehicles
and public events where
they will be displayed, see
the Red Bull Historic
Military Vehicle Association
Web site, redbullhmva.com.
The Military Viehicle

can be found at mvpa.org.

“Collecting military
vehicles to me is more
about preserving history,
and more importantly,
it's about honoring
veterans. You're
preserving a piece of
history that's got a lot
more meaning than a
shiny old car.”

Kevin Kronlund, collector






